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come in presens of the king he shall be made free and let go.
In al this contrey the men take vii or viij \vyves and whersoever
thei go the wyfes go with them and carie ther children and all
that thei have. Ther housen be made of polys in maner as
vawted, and covered with levys after such fashion that no
wynde nor rayne can entre in. In one house there lie 1 or Ix
indies or more. Thei be called bohiros and ther beddes thei
calle hainacas, thei be made of coton after a net facion, and the
one ende is tied with a corde at a post and the other ende at
another post and so hangeth above grounde. And all the men
and women of this contreye go nakyd, and when the man
diethe his next brother shal enherit all his wifes, and he taketh
to him self suche of them as he listeth and the rest he geveth
fol. 84r   to j^s owne children and kynsfolke or where it pleas him. And
lightlie the olde men will have the yong women and the yong
men shal have the old women, and we askyd them wherfore
thei dyd so, for we thought it unmeete to se very old men have
yong wenches and to se yong boyes to have old women, and
thei said it was for this entent that the yong women cowd no
skyll of the worlde, and therfore thei be coupled w: old men for
that thei maie instmcte or teache them how thei male order
ther house, and in lykewise the yong men can not skyll of the
worlde how to lyve, and therfore thei geve them old women
to instmcte them, and if a straunger come thider and wil have
any amity e with him, thei wil geve him wyfes, and if he shulde
forsake them thei will take him for ther enemie.
THEI go all nakyd bothe men and women, and thei wil suffre
in no parte of al ther bodie a here to growe, but onelie upon
ther heedys, saving the old women wil let ther heare growe
under ther belie, and in some placis before ther privitees thei
wil hange a cloute of coton or a lefe for other clothe thei have
none. And the yong women wil suffre nothing of that, but
rather set it out with paynting colours. Thei live in this countrie
120 or 130 yere1. Ther is plenty of wylde beastes as wylde dere
1 Eden in his compiled account of Magellan's voyage writes: 'The
people of this countrey (Brazil) praye to noo maner of thinge: but live